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Goldsboro-Wayne Transportation Authority 
Governing Board Meeting Minutes 

July 31, 2025 
 
The Board of Directors of Goldsboro-Wayne Transportation Authority met for a regular session 
at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 31, 2025, at the City of Goldsboro Anteroom, 214 N. Center 
Street, Goldsboro, North Carolina. 

 
Members in attendance: Berry Gray, Chairman; Jamie Taylor, Rob Dingess and Felicia 
Brown      
 
Members absent: Hiawatha Jones, Vice Chairman; Brenda Davis, Secretary; and Barbara 
Aycock 
 
Others in attendance: Matt Livingston, Goldsboro City Manager, and Don C. Willis, Director 
 
Call to Order 
Chairman Berry Gray called the meeting to order at 10:15AM and welcomed Board members. 
There was a roll call to assure a quorum was present of appointed Board members. 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
Chairman Gray stated he would like to table Election of Officers until the August meeting 
when there may be better attendance. Board discussed and agreed. Chairman Gray asked the 
Board members to review and approve the proposed agenda with the change noted. Jamie 
Taylor made a motion to adopt the agenda with the change noted. The motion was seconded by 
Felicia Brown and received unanimous approvals. 
 
Recognition of Drivers of the Year 
Director Willis introduced Bus Operator of the Year Chester McClarin and stated Chester has 
been recognized several times over the years by his peers and the GWTA team as an excellent 
team member. Director also introduced Van Operator of the Year Welling (Lee) Sutton who 
has been with the GWTA for nearly 15 years. Both individuals are excellent representatives of 
the amazing team at GWTA. Each driver spoke to the Board about their passion for the people 
and services that GWTA provides in our community. Board members congratulated these 
drivers for their years of dedication and for how well they serve those in need. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
Chairman Gray requested the Board review and approve the minutes provided. A motion was 
made by Jamie Taylor to approve the minutes of the meeting of June 18, 2025. Felicia Brown 
seconded the motion. The Board provided unanimous approval of the minutes. 
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Approval of At Large Member of Board of Directors 
Chairman Grey stated that the six appointed members to the Board of Directors annually elects a 
seventh at large member from the community. Chairman noted that Brenda Davis was currently 
in that role and was also serving in an office as the Secretary/Treasurer. There was discussion 
about the election process. Jamie Taylor made a motion to re-elect Brenda Davis, 
Secretary/Treasurer to the GWTA Board of Directors. The motion was seconded by Felicia 
Brown and received unanimous approvals. 
 
Director Report 
Director noted that we are still awaiting a final state budget, and that we are being told to expect 
continuation of similar funding levels as in prior years. Director went on to discuss the urban 
SMAP funds that are received from the state to support bus operations, as well as the rural 
ROAP funds that are received from the state to support trips to the elderly, disabled, and rural 
public. Director also stated that additional Rural State Operating (RSO) funds may be available 
for the Mount Olive service as well as additional trips in the rural areas. 
 
Marketing and Public Relations Update 
Director Willis stated GWTA celebrated Rural Transit Day with social media posts. GWTA also 
is celebrating our Drivers of the Year. Drivers of the Quarter for the new year will be announced 
at the July team meeting and celebrated in August. Director is also working with QCA staff on a 
new “Seymour Says” video, coming in the next several weeks. Board members discussed QCA 
coming to make an annual Marketing Plan Proposal and presentation of accomplishments. Board 
members will have opportunity to share suggestions and give feedback to the vendor.  Director 
noted it would be at the October Board of Directors meeting when the QCA staff planned to be 
present. 
 
Training 
Director noted that GWTA employees received First Aid refresher training and the signs to 
watch and what to do about heat exhausting was covered at recent team meetings. 
 
Other Business 
Director noted that the GWTA team had greatly exceeded its prior safety record of days without 
a charged accident. There will be a fish fry celebration for the employees for this safety 
accomplishment. Director also noted continued challenges with private Medicaid Brokers and 
coordination efforts with the state Division of Health Benefits (DHB) to improve the partnership. 
 
Hearing no further business, Chairman Gray noted the next meeting is scheduled for August 28, 
2025 and adjourned the meeting at 10:53am.  
 
Submitted by:  Don C. Willis 
 
 


